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X-plus (Arab) News 100 / 05-06-2014 (Di., 10.06.14) 

 

X-plus Geschäftsführer Stephan Ohms (u.a. X-plus als Sponsor) 
bei zwei ‚arabischen‘ Frühjahr-Events, in Zell am See und Wien ! 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Teil 1 (Deutsch / German) 
 

X-plus bei ‚Alpenglühen - Araber in Zell am See‘  

Podiumsdiskussion mit dem ORF-Korrespond. Karim El-Gawhary 
 
Araber erhalten Knigge für den Österreich-Aufenthalt. Das massive Auftreten von Verschleierten 
sorgt in Zell am See für Verstörung und Diskussionen.  
 
Eine neue Broschüre (Anm.: in Mitarbeit der Region Zell am See / Kaprun sowie AACC) weist Araber 
auf das richtige Verhalten hin. Immer mehr Araber kommen nach Zell am See und Kaprun. Sie 
lassen viel Geld in der Region. Dennoch stossen sie bei vielen Einheimischen auf Ablehnung. Araber 
(meist aus der VAE und Saudi-Arabien), sagt die dortige Tourismus-Chefin Renate Ecker, bilden die 
zweitstärkste Urlaubergruppe, hinter den Deutschen. Anfang 2013 sprach Stephan Ohms (arbeitete 
bereits 1983 – 1987 als damaliger Student für die Botschaft der VAE) mit Renate Ecker, um durch 
X-plus AACC diverse Tourismusangebote für Araber (und Einheimische) zu entfalten.  
 
Ende Mai fand eine Podiumsdiskussion im Rahmen von ‚Alpenglühen‘ über Araber in Zell am See 
statt. ‚Alpenglühen‘ heisst eine Diskussionsreihe der Schmittenhöhebahn zu brisanten Themen.  
 
Di., 20.05. um 19 h ging es im Ferry Porsche-Center in Zell am See um Araber. Der bekannte ORF-
Korrespondent Karim El-Gawhary präsentierte zuvor sein Buch ‚Frauenpower auf Arabisch‘ ! (Anm.: 

ein Frauenbild jenseits von Klischee und Kopftuchdebatte, das interessante Lebenserfahrungen von 
arabischen Frauen in deren Heimatländer umschreibt).  
 
Anschliessend diskutierten im Podium unter der Leitung von SN-Redakteur Heinz Bayer folgende 
Teilnehmer: Karim El-Gawhary, Andrea Stifter (Vorderegger-Reisen), Christoph Bründl (TVB-
Obmann Kaprun) und Hermann Moßhammer (Unternehmer) bzgl. ‚do’s & don’ts‘ / Y/N.   
 
(Textquelle: © Salzburger Nachrichten Anton Kaindl ! Fotos © X-plus innerhalb des Podiums 
Alpenglühen in Anwesenheit des ORF-Korrespondenten Karim El-Gawhary. Das Foto, arabische 
Frau mit T-Shirt von Zell am See‘ hat © Salzburger ORF)  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Part 2 (English)  
 

X-plus (Olivo d’Oro) are Sponsors in Vienna  

AACC celebrating its ‚25th Anniversary‘ with 
7th Arab-Austrian Economic Forum & Exhibition and Gala Dinner  
(source www.aacc.at)  
 
On occasion of its 25th Anniversary as the main reference institution for economic, cultural and 
scientific cooperation between Austria and the Arab countries, the Austro-Arab Chamber of 
Commerce (AACC) organised the 7th Arab-Austrian Economic Forum & Exhibition and a prestigious 
Gala Dinner under the patronage of H.E. Dr. Heinz FISCHER, the Austrian Federal President, on 22 
May 2014 in the Festival Hall of the Vienna City Hall. 
 
The Forum was festively opened by H.E. Dr. Richard SCHENZ, President of the AACC, in the 
presence of H.E. KommR. Nabil KUZBARI, the AACC’s Founder and its Vice-President. The Opening 
Session was honoured by the participation of numerous high-ranking personalities and speakers 
from both, Austria and the Arab region, beginning with H.E. Dr. Wolfgang BRANDSTETTER, 
Austrian Minister of Justice, H.E. Mag. Renate BRAUNER, Vice-Mayor and Vice-Governor of Vienna, 
H.E. Minister Adnan KASSAR, Honorary President of the General Union of Chambers of Commerce,  
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Industry & Agriculture for Arab Countries (GUCCIAAC), H.E. Karlheinz KOPF, Second President of 
the Austrian National Council, H.E. Abdullah AL‑MOGBEL, Mayor of Riyadh of the Royal Kingdom of  
Saudi Arabia, H.E. Dr. Mustafa Osman ISMAIL, Minister for Investment of the Republic of the 
Sudan, H.E. Salahaldin ABDALSHAFI, Ambassador of the Mission of Palestine in Vienna and 
President of the Arab Ambassador Council, and H.E. Suleiman AL-HERBISH, Director General of the 
OPEC Fund for International Development (OFID). 
 
The Forum & Exhibition was attended by a numerous international audience of some 800 visitors 
and guests, among them Their Excellences the Arab ambassadors from Jordan, the United Arab 
Emirates, Tunisia, Algeria, Saudi Arabia, Oman, Qatar, Kuwait, Libya, Egypt, Morocco, Yemen and 
the League of Arab States to Austria were also among the VIP attendees, together with Austrian 
ambassadors to Arab countries, representatives of the international diplomatic corps, chairmen, 
secretaries general and representatives of Arab chambers and joint Arab-foreign chambers of 
commerce from Saudi-Arabia, Bahrain, United Arab Emirates, Iraq, Jordan, Germany, the United 
States, Greece, Belgium and Italy, members of the Austro-Arab Chamber of Commerce, 
companies, businessmen and the interested public. 
 
Forum & Speakers 
 
Session I of the Forum dealt with issues of Energy & Water and was chaired by H.E. Prof. Stefan 
SCHENNACH, Chairman of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Union of the Mediterranean. The 
high-ranking speakers were: H.E. Ahmed MESSILI, Secretary General of the Ministry of Energy and 
Mines and Governor of Algeria to OPEC; H.E. Mrs. Nawal AL FEZAIA, Assistant Under Secretary for 
Economic Affairs and Governor of Kuwait to OPEC; Mr. Faris HASAN, Director Corporate Planning 
and Economic Services Unit at the OPEC Fund for International Development; H.E. Dr. Khaled 
Klefeekh AL HAJRI, Chairman and CEO of Qatar Solar Technologies; and Mag. Isabel 
SCHMIEDBAUER, Austrian Commercial Counsellor to Syria, Lebanon, Jordan and Iraq. 
 
Session II focused on Construction & Transport and was chaired by H.E. Dr. Imad SHEHAB, 
Secretary General of the GUCCIAAC. The prominent speakers were: O. Univ.-Prof. DI Dr. Heinz 
BRANDL, President of the Austrian Society of Engineers and Architects (ÖIAV); Dr. Khaled 
ZARRUGH, Chairman of the Board of the Real Estate Investment & Business Serving Bank of Libya; 
Mr. Karl-Heinz MÜLLER, CEO of STRABAG International GmbH; and Mag. Pierre PRUNIS, Austrian 
Commercial Counsellor to Saudi Arabia, Oman and Yemen. 
 
Session III was focusing on Food & Agro Industry and chaired by Dr. Kurt ALTMANN, Austrian 
Commercial Counsellor to Egypt, Sudan, Ethiopia, South Sudan, Djibouti, Eritrea and Somalia. The 
renowned speakers included: H.E. Dr. Mustafa Osman ISMAIL, Minister for Investment of Sudan; 
Mag. Veronika NEUSSL, Department II of the Austrian Life Ministry; Mrs. Monica CARCO, Chief of 
Investment and Technology Unit at the United Nations Industrial Development Organization 
(UNIDO); Mr. Qu LIANG, Director Joint FAO and IAEA Division at the United Nations (UN); and 
Mag. DI Johann KÖLTRINGER, Österreichischer Raiffeisenverband. 
 
In the evening the Austro-Arab Chamber of Commerce invited its guests to an exclusive Gala 
Dinner to celebrate together its 25th Anniversary. The program comprised of a broad variety of 
entertainment acts, including also a performance of the Austrian star-violinist Mrs. Lidia BAICH, a 
sand artist performance and a Tombola sponsored by H.E. Salahaldin ABDALSHAFI, Ambassador of 
Palestine. The Gala Dinner was hosted by AACC Vice‑President and Founder Kommerzialrat Nabil 
KUZBARI, the Opec Fund for International Development (OFID) and the City of Vienna. 
 
Gala Diner (invitation to X-plus)  
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